
From: Gutierrez, Barbara L Civ USAFA/CMA 
Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2009 11:28 AM 
Subject: Kudos regarding flu 
 
Here’s  a letter of interest: 
 
I am writing to express my recognition and immense pride in USAFA for how the H1N1 outbreak was handled.  I 
am the immediate past president of the Defense Health Board, the current vice-president, and the chair of the DoD 
Pandemic Preparedness Task Force for the ASD(HA). 
I am an influenza vaccine expert, and perhaps most relevant, the father of C3C Eric Poland USAFA class of 2012.   
 
I am frequently interviewed by the national and international press and I have been pointing to USAFA as a text 
book, picture perfect way in which to handle an outbreak during this pandemic.  Your clinic and hospital 
commanders should be commended for providing the best possible example for the civilian world on how to handle 
an outbreak like this. 
They prevented what could have been a very serious outcome, and made it a "non-event" within 7-10 days - 
absolutely remarkable!  Well done! 
 
***************************************** 
Gregory A. Poland, M.D., MACP, FIDSA 
Mary Lowell Leary Professor of Medicine, Infectious Diseases, Molecular Pharmacology and Experimental 
Therapeutics Director, Mayo Vaccine Research Group Director, Translational Immunovirology and Biodefense 
North American Editor, VACCINE 611C Guggenheim Building Mayo Clinic and Foundation 200 First Street, SW 
Rochester, MN  55905   
 
 
 
 

//SIGNED// 

  

BARBARA GUTIERREZ 
Parents' Liaison 
U.S. Air Force Academy, CO 
(719) 333-3828 Toll free 877-268-3383 
  
 


